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Pre-Per formance Activities 
 

LA NGUAGE ARTS 
 
WhoÕs Ferdinand, anyway? 
Read a copy of Munro LeafÕs The Story of Ferdinand to your students, or, if they are older, have them 
take turns reading it aloud. (The text is available online here: www.scribd.com/doc/3230173/Story-of-
Ferdinand.)  
 
Afterwards, help prepare students for what they are going to see by discussing the difference between live 
theatre and movies or television. The play adds new characters and storylines that the book doesnÕt have, 
so you may want to talk to children about the idea that we often have different versions of the same story. 
Can they think of different versions of the same story they have read or seen? (Perhaps theyÕve seen the 
original and newer versions of the Willy Wonka or Grinch stories, or they might know that the Gospels 
tell different versions of JesusÕ life.) 
 

FINE ARTS 
 

Flowers for Ferdinand 
Flowers are FerdinandÕs favorite thing. Why not make him some? Here is an easy, 
inexpensive way to make Mexican tissue-paper flowers, courtesy of Pink Paper 
Peppermints. I f your class does make flowers, please have your students bring them 
to the show. Some of them just might find their way on stage! 
 
 

Mater ials 
8-10 sheets of brightly colored tissue paper per flower; Scissors; Twist ties, pipe cleaners, ribbon or wire 
 
Instructions 
Step 1) Choose the colors for your flower and how many sheets you want to use. The more you use, the 
thicker and fluffier your flower will be.  
 
Step 2) Layer your paper neatly, and begin to fold it, accordion-style, from the short end.  Your folds 
should be about ! -inch to an inch wide. 
 
Step 3) Trim the ends. This will determine how the petals look. You can trim just the corners to make 
rounded petals, or you can use pinking shears or scalloped scissors for a ruffle-like effect. 
 
Step 4) Fold your long strip of tissue paper in half to find the middle. Then unfold and snip a little notch 
in each side at the fold. Be careful not to cut all the way through your paper strip. 
 
Step 5) Wrap a twist tie, ribbon, pipe cleaner, or piece of wire around the center of your tissue paper at the 
notches. Bunch it together and twist tightly. This will be the stem of your flower. 
 
Step 6) Carefully unfold the tissue paper one layer at a time, separating and shaping as you go to create 
petals. Do this slowly and carefully, or you may tear the delicate tissue paper. Scrunch and fluff as you go 
to get the look you want. 



SPANISH 
ÀComo se diceÉ?  
Because Ferdinand the Bull is set in Spain, it features a number of Spanish words. The 
words are used in context, so the play is always easy to understand, but it will be more 
fun for students if they recognize them! Below is a list of 30 words and phrases found in 
Ferdinand, along with their meanings, so that you can teach them to your children. 
 
 

 
 

Amigos Friends 
Flores Flowers 

Colores Colors 
Excelente Excellent 

Mira Look 
Gracias Thank you 

Bienvenidos Welcome 
Feliz Happy 

Prima/primo Girl cousin/boy cousin 
Nunca Never 

Siempre Always 
Hola Hello 

Alegria Happy 
Paz Peace 

Porque? Why? 
Toro Bull 

Torero Bullfighter 
Basta Enough 
Ahora Now 
Tal vez Maybe 
Quizas Maybe 

Mariposa Butterfly 
Fabuloso Fabulous/Wonderful 

Que? What? 
Si, senor Yes, sir 

Buena suerte! Good luck! 
Nos vemos We will see each other (Like ÒSee you laterÓ) 

Yo soy I am 
Comprendes? Understand? 

Lo siento IÕm sorry 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Post-Per formance Activities 
 

LA NGUAGE ARTS/FINE ARTS 
 

What do you want to be? 
Danilo knows just what he wants to be when he grows up: a dancer. Ask students to write 
about what they want to be when they grow up. This assignment can be easily adapted for 
different age groups. The youngest students can just write down the name of their chosen 
profession and then draw a picture of someone in that field. Slightly older students can 
write a few sentences about the reasons for their choice. The oldest students can do a little 
research about their chosen field and write a short report on the typical duties of someone in 

this field and what sort of schooling it requires. 
 
Searching for Ferdinand 
Photocopy and distribute the search-a-word at the end of this guide, which features English and Spanish 
words significant to the show. 
 
 Ode to a Favorite 
In the play, Ferdinand sings a song called ÒBootiful FlowersÓ about his favorite thing Ð flowers. Using the 
rhyme scheme of that song, have students write songs/poems about something they love. The repeating 
Òcha-cha-chasÓ and ÒI love (whatever) lines make the task easier. Here are several of the songÕs verses; 
youÕll probably want students to write just a verse or two of their own: 
 
Boo-bootiful flowers 
Cha-Cha-Cha 
Soft rain showers 
Cha-Cha-Cha 
Grass so green 
Beauty unseen 
I love flowers. 
 
A wonderful pose 
Cha-Cha-Cha 
Is to smell a sweet rose 
Cha-Cha-Cha 
This purple lavender 
Curls my bull toes 
I love flowers. 
 
Flowers are art 
Cha-Cha-Cha 
They all grow with a heart 
Cha-Cha-Cha 
They know how to live 
They listen and give 
I love flowers. 



SCIENCE 
Let a bee, beÉa lesson 
Early in the play, Ferdinand tells Cochina the pig that without bees, there would be no flowers and no 
honey. Use this as a springboard for a lesson on pollination and the plant life cycle. 
 

 
HEALT H/PHYSICAL EDUCATI ON 

 
Dance, Dance, Dance 

Danilo wants to be a dancer. In his home country of Spain, flamenco is an incredibly 
important and historic dance. Native to the Andalusia region in the south of Spain, 
flamencoÕs roots extend to African, Indian and Middle Eastern people who settled in the 
area more than 1,000 years ago. It is most associated with gypsies. There are any number 
of different forms, but most of them include some combination of clapping, stomping and 
highly sculpted arm movements.  

 
All that clapping and stomping is fun for children. Teach students a few basic moves by first learning 
them yourself through free online video. You can find any number of YouTube, but weÕre partial to the 
eHow series featuring Andrea Del Conte (www.ehow.com/videos-on_7120_flamenco-dance-steps.html). 
Start by looking at the short videos on flamenco dance arm positions, flamenco dance clapping rhythms 
and flamenco dance step and clap combinations. 
 
 

CHARACTER EDUCATI ON 
 

Everyone else is doing itÉ  
In one scene of the play, Cochina tries to convince her friend Ferdinand to be a part of the bullfight. When 
he resists, she resorts to peer pressure. She tells him that the other bulls are talking about him, because he 
prefers flowers to fighting. Talk to students about this scene. Do they remember what Cochina said? Do 
they recognize it as peer pressure? Can they think of times at school or at home when they have felt 
pressured to do something wrong, or something theyÕre not comfortable with, because their friends 
wanted them to? Have they ever put pressure on someone to do something that person didnÕt want to do? 
 
 

GEOGRAPHY 
 
Where in the world is Ferdinand? 
Ferdinand the Bull is set in Spain. Its big bullfight takes place in Madrid. Have students look up Spain on 
the map? How much of Spain touches water? What bodies of water does it touch? What other countries 
does it touch? Have them find Madrid. What do they notice about its location? (ItÕs right in the center of 
the country.) Then have them find the Strait of Gibralter. See if they can spot what makes this spot so 
special. (It connects the Atlantic and the Mediterranean, and it separates Africa and Europe. At its 
narrowest point, the two continents are only nine miles apart.)  



 

HISTORY 
 

You mean theyÕre the reason weÕre here? 
Take advantage of the storyÕs Spanish setting to dive into the history of Spain, particularly as 
it relates to our own country today. Who sent Columbus out to discover what turned out to 
be the New World? Spanish King and Queen Ferdinand and Isabella. Lessons could focus on 
what parts of our own country once belonged to Spain, and how and when that changed. 
They could also focus on SpainÕs lasting influence on other parts of North and South 
America, and why so many people here in this country speak Spanish today. Other possible 

topics include the defeat of the Spanish Armada, the history of bullfighting or some of SpainÕs best-
known natives throughout history (such as the authors Miguel de Cervantes and Federico Garcia Lorca, 
the artists Salvador Dali, El Greco and Pablo Picasso and the opera singer Placido Domingo.) 
 



Searching for Ferdinand 

Find the Spanish and English words listed below hidden in the puzzle. 
They may run forwards, backwards, up, down or diagonally. 

 
U E N R R S V K F S D A P O R 
A T F E L  I  Z F P R S U M R B 
C R P X B R F A J  O I  U Q C F 
S V H D U L I  D P V E E C U B 
F R D Z F N Q I  O R O T N D E 
L T C D Y E R S H I  M T A D P 
O H O M N A V G S E K N G R S 
R G Q R M A C O C H I  N A K Q 
E I  E X E B N N D L O V M G E 
S F U B M R A I  O D I  R D A M 
Z L Q U E D O J  D P Q A H G L 
A L R L K E W T P R K X M O L 
P U O L G K B G A P E I  W O F 
V B P Y N I  A K W G R F O M J  
P E U H P E B X M J  W M C S M 

 
 

 
 
    BEE                         FERDI NAND 
    BULLFI GHT                   DUQUE 
    BULLY                       MADRI D 
    COCHI NA                     FRI ENDS 
    DANCE                       DANI LO 
    FELI Z                       MARI POSA 
    PAZ                         TORO 
    FLORES                      SPAI N 
    PORQUE                      TORERO 
 



Solution 
 

+ + + + + + + + F S D A + + + 
+ + F E L I  Z + P R S U + + + 
+ + + + + + + A + O I  + Q + + 
+ + + + + + I  + P + + E + U + 
F + + + + N + I  O R O T N D E 
L T + D + + R + + + + + A D + 
O H O + N A + + + E + N + + S 
R G + R M A C O C H I  N A + + 
E I  E + E + N N + L + + + + + 
S F U B + R A I  O D I  R D A M 
Z L Q U E D O + D + + + + + + 
A L R L + E + T + R + + + + + 
P U O L + + B + + + E + + + + 
+ B P Y + + + + + + + F + + + 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

 

( Over , Down, Di r ect i on)  
BEE( 7, 13, NW)  

BULLFI GHT( 2, 14, N)  
BULLY( 4, 10, S)  

COCHI NA( 7, 8, E)  
DANCE( 6, 11, NE)  

DANI LO( 14, 5, SW)  
DUQUE( 11, 1, SE)  

FELI Z( 3, 2, E)  
FERDI NAND( 12, 14, NW)  

FLORES( 1, 5, S)  
FRI ENDS( 9, 1, SE)  
MADRI D( 15, 10, W)  

MARI POSA( 5, 8, NE)  
PAZ( 1, 13, N)  

PORQUE( 3, 14, N)  
SPAI N( 10, 1, SW)  

TORERO( 8, 12, NW)  
TORO( 12, 5, W)  
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