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Pre-Perfor mance Activities
LANGUAGE ARTS

WhoQ@ Ferdinand, anyway?

Read a copy of Munro Leaf® The Sory of Ferdinand to your students, or, if they are older, have them
take turnsreading it dloud (Thetext is available online here: www.scribd.com/dod32301738tory-of-
Ferdinand.)

Afterwards hdp prepare students for wha they are going to see by discussing the difference between live
theatre and movies or television. The play addsnew characters and storylines tha the book doesn®have,
so you may want to talk to children abouttheideatha we often have different versionsof the same story.
Can they think of different versionsof the same story they have read or seen? (Perhapsthey(re seen the
origind and newer versionsof the Willy Wonkaor Grinch stories, or they mightknow tha the Gogpds
tell different versionsof Jesusdife.)

FINE ARTS

, Flower s for Ferdinand

& Flowers are Ferdinand@ favorite thing. Why not make him some? Here is an easy,

. inexpensgve way to make Mexican tissue-paper flowers, courtesy of Pink Paper

8. Peppamints. If your class does make flowers, please have your students bring them
| to the show. Some of them just might find their way on stage

Materials
8-10 shexets of brightly colored tissue pgoer pe flower; Scissors, Twist ties, pipe cleaners, ribbonor wire

Instructions
Step 1) Choose the colors for your flower and how many sheets you want to use. The more you use, the
thicker and fluffier your flower will be

Step 2) Layer your paper neatly, and begin to fold it, accordion-style, from theshort end. Yourfolds
should beabout! -inchtoaninchwide

Step 3) Trim theends Thiswill determinehow the petals look. Y ou can trim jud the corners to make
roundel peals, or you can use pinking shears or scalloped scissors for aruffle-like effect.

Step 4) Fold your longstrip of tissue pgoer in hdf to find themiddle. Then unfold and snip alittle notch
in each sideat thefold. Be careful notto cut all theway throughyour paper strip.

Step 5) Wrap atwist tie, ribbon pipecleaner, or piece of wire aroundthe center of yourtissue pgpe at the
notches. Bund it togethe and twist tightly. Thiswill bethe stem of your flower.

Step 6) Carefully unfold thetissue pgper onelayer at atime, separating and shaping as you go to create
petals. Do this owly and carefully, or you may tear the ddicate tissue pgper. Scrunch and fluff asyou go
to get thelook you want.



SPANI SH
AComo se diceE?

Because Ferdinandthe Bull is set in Spain, it features a number of Spanish words The
wordsare used in context, so theplay is aways easy to understand, butit will bemore
funfor studentsif they recognize them! Below isalist of 30 wordsand phrases foundin
Ferdinand alongwith ther meanings so that you can teach them to your children.

Amigos Friends
Flores Flowers
Colores Colors
Excelente Excellent
Mira Look
Gracias Thank you
Bienvenidos Welcome
Feliz Happy
Primal/primo Girl cousn/boy cousn
Nunaa Never
Siempre Always
Hola Hello
Alegria Happy
Paz Peace
Porque? Why?
Toro Bull
Torero Bullfighter
Basta Enough
Ahora Now
Tal vez Maybe
Quizas Maybe
Mariposa Butterfly
Fabuloso FabulousWondeful
Que? What?
Si, senor Yes, Sir
Buenasuerte! Goodluck!
Nosvemos We will see each other (Like GBeeyou laterQ
Y 0 soy | am
Comprendes? Undeastand?
Lo siento |®n sorry




Post-Performance Activities

LANGUAGE ARTS/FINE ARTS

What do you want to be?

Danilo knows jug wha he wants to bewhen hegrows up: adancer. Ask students to write
aboutwhat they want to bewhen they grow up. This assgnment can be easily adgpted for
different age groups Theyoungest students can just write down the name of their chosen
profession and then draw a picture of someonein tha field. Slightly older students can
write a few sentences aboutthereasonsfor thar choice. Theoldest students can do alittle
research aboutther chosen field and write a short report onthetypical duties of someonein
thisfield and what sort of schooling it requires.

Searching for Ferdinand
Photocopy and distribute the search-a-word at theend of this guide, which features Engish and Spanish
wordssignificant to theshow.

Odeto a Favorite

In the play, Ferdinand singsa song called Bootiful FlowersOabouthis favorite thing Bflowers. Using the
rhyme scheme of tha song, have students write songgpoans about something they love Therepeating
Qha-chachasOand Q love (whatever) lines make thetask easier. Here are several of thesong®verses;
youd probably want students to write just a verse or two of their own:

Boo-booiful flowers
Cha-Cha-Cha

Sdt rain showers
Cha-Cha-Cha
Grass so green
Beauty unseen

| love flowers.

A wondeful pos
Cha-Cha-Cha

Isto smell a sweet rose
Cha-Cha-Cha

This purple lavende
Curls my bull toes

| love flowers.

Flowers are art
Cha-Cha-Cha

They all growwith a heart
Cha-Cha-Cha

They knowhowto live
They listen andgive

| love flowers.



SCIENCE

L et a bee, beEa lesson
Early in theplay, Ferdinand tells Cochinathe pig tha withoutbees, there would beno flowers and no
honegy. Use this as a springboad for alesson on pdlinaion and theplant life cycle.

HEALT H/PHY SICAL EDUCATI ON

Dance, Dance, Dance

¢ Danilo wants to beadancer. In his home county of Spain, flamenco is an incredibly
important and historic dance. Native to the Anddusiaregionin the south of Spain,
flamenco@ roots extend to African, Indian and Middle Eastern people who settled in the
areamore than 1,000years ago. It ismog assodated with gypses. There are any nunber
of different forms, but mog of them indudesome combination of clapping, ssomping and
highly sculpted arm movements.

All that clapping and stompingisfunfor children. Teach students afew basic moves by first learning
them yourself throughfree onlinevideo. Y ou can find any nunber of Y ouTube but welde patial to the
eHow series featuring Andrea Del Conte (www.ehow.com/videoson_7120_Kfamenco-dance-stepshtml).
Start by looking at the short videos on flamenco dance arm postions flamenco dance clapping rhythms
and flamenco dance step and clap combinaions

CHARACTER EDUCATION

Everyone elseis doing itE

In onescene of the play, Cochinatries to convince her friend Ferdinand to be a part of the bullfight When
heresists, sheresorts to peer pressure. Shetells him tha theother bulls are talking abouthim, because he
prefers flowersto fighting. Talk to students aboutthis scene Do they remember wha Cochinasaid? Do
they recognize it as peer pressure? Can they think of times at school or at home when they have felt
pressured to do something wrong, or something they®e not contfortable with, because ther friends
wanted them to? Have they ever put pressure on someoneto do something that person didn®want to do?

GEOGRAPHY

Wherein theworld is Ferdinand?

Ferdinandthe Bull is set in Span. Its big bullfighttakes place in Madrid. Have students look up Span on
themap?How much of Span touches water? What bodies of water does it touch? Wha other counties
does it touch? Have them find Madrid. What do they notice aboutits location?(It& rightin the center of
thecounty.) Then have them find the Strait of Gibralter. Seeif they can spotwhat makes this spot so
specid. (It connects the Atlantic and the Mediterranean, and it separates Africaand Europe At its
narrowest point, thetwo continents are only ninemiles apart.)



HISTORY

Y ou mean they®@e the reason we®e here?

Take advantage of the story@ Spanish setting to dive into the history of Spain, particularly as
it relatesto our own county today. Who sent Columbusout to discover what turned out to
bethe New World? Spanish King and Queen Ferdinand and I sabdla. Lessonscould focuson
wha pats of our own county once bdonged to Spain, and how and when tha changed.
They could also focuson Span@ lasting influence on other pats of North and South
America, and why so many people here in this country speask Spanish today. Other possible
topicsindudethe defeat of the Spanish Armada, the history of bullfighting or some of Span(@ best-
known ndives throughouthistory (such as theauthors Migud de Cervantes and Federico Garcia L orca,
theartists Salvador Dali, El Greco and Pablo Picasso and the opea singe Placido Dominga)




Searching for Ferdinand

Find the Spanish and English words listed below hidden in the puzzle.

They may run forwards, backwards, up, down or diagonally.
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FERDI NAND
DUQUE

FRI ENDS
DANI LO

MARI POSA

MADRI D
TORO
SPAI' N
TORERO

BULLFI GHT
BULLY
PORQUE

DANCE
FELI Z
PAZ
FLORES

COCHI NA

BEE
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(Over, Down, Di recti on)

BEE( 7, 13, NW
BULLFI GHT( 2, 14, N)

BULLY( 4, 10, S)

COCHI NA( 7, 8, E)

DANCE( 6, 11, NE)

DANI LO( 14, 5, SW

DUQUE( 11, 1, SE)

FELI Z( 3, 2, E)
FERDI NAND( 12, 14, NW

FLORES(1, 5, S)
FRI ENDS( 9, 1, SE)

MADRI D( 15, 10, W

MARI POSA( 5, 8, NE)

PAZ(1, 13, N)

PORQUE( 3, 14, N)

SPAI N( 10, 1, SW

TORERQ( 8, 12, NW

TORO( 12, 5, W
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